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WEALTH AND ETERNAL LIFE 
Pastor Jim Dunn  
 

 

Mark 10:23-31 

23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 

who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at 

his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the 

kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly 

astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and 

said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 

28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 

29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not 

receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 

and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But 

many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

 

 

The Dark Knight Rises is the latest Batman movie. It was released back in July. Back 

again is vain, womanizing, playboy millionaire Bruce Wayne. Of course, he only acts 

like that in order to keep it a secret that he is the Batman, a crime fighter trying to 

make the streets of Gotham City safer. He uses his great wealth to build the 

technology necessary to help fight crime: batmobiles, bat tanks, bat boats, and even 

bat planes.  
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He also uses his wealth to anonymously support an orphanage in the city. In this latest 

movie, as a result of his crime fighting efforts, his back gets broken and he loses all of 

his wealth. But the Batman never gives up. He does the impossible. He is the ideal 

portrait of a wealthy person. He is a hero, who uses his wealth to make the world a 

better place, and he isn’t afraid to get his hands dirty in the process.  

 

Jesus’ disciples probably were not thinking of Batman. But their idea of the wealthy 

may have come pretty close to what Batman represents. Jesus told them it is difficult 

for the wealthy to enter the reign of God. And the disciples were amazed at that. So, 

Jesus explained that it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich man to enter eternal life. The disciples were astonished at that and said to Him, 

“Who then can be saved?” In other words, if it is impossible for someone as selfless as 

Batman to get into heaven, then who can? If not for the wealthy, how would malaria 

be fought or scholarships be granted? If not for the wealthy, how would churches and 

synagogues ever get built, or music halls, or orphanages?  

 

The rich young man would have been glad to build something. It was his conversation 

with Jesus that started this discussion on wealth. He wanted to fulfill what he felt he was 

lacking in him to earn eternal life. If only Jesus had just given him something to build or 

maybe a list of expensive tasks to do… he would have gone away happy. He would 

have started on those projects, and the world would have been better for it. That’s 

what the disciples were thinking. Because when Jesus taught them that it is impossible 

for the wealthy to enter heaven, they were amazed.   

 

That is revealing.  

 

Revealing of human attitudes toward those who have wealth. Given the choice, most 

of us would rather be wealthy. We dream of what we would do if we won the lottery. 

Oh, the good we would do for the church and for charity. In this culture’s imagination, 

the poor are lazy and accomplish little, but the wealthy are hardworking. In this 

culture’s imagination, the wealthy achieve great things; do much good for the 

community, like Batman, accepting no favors, asking for no special considerations.  

And what do these attitudes toward the wealthy reveal about us?  
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They say, we ourselves don’t want any favors. We don’t want to ask for any special 

considerations. We don’t want to be beholden to anyone. We never want to be 

helpless or needy. We certainly don’t want to be impoverished. 

 

As in the case of the rich young man. Jesus told him, “Go and sell everything you have 

and give the proceeds to the poor, then come and follow Me.” He went away sad, 

because he had great wealth. He couldn’t bear the thought of becoming 

impoverished, dependent on others, needy and helpless. He couldn’t admit that he 

was already impoverished when it came to doing enough good things to go to 

heaven. Salvation was hopelessly beyond his reach… and ours, too!  

 

But how difficult it is for us to admit that we are impoverished, needy, and helpless as 

far as the Final Judgment goes. We may not have wealth, but we have pride the size 

of a camel. “See,” Jesus, “we have left everything and followed you.” We are proud 

of our hard work and the sacrifices we have made for the Lord and His church. I 

imagine that if the Judge on Judgment Day told me I wasn’t getting into eternal life, I 

would say with amazement and astonishment, “Not letting me in. Jesus, what are you 

talking about? After all I have done for you, after all of the sacrifices I have made for 

you, you’re not going to let me in?!” Pride makes you and me want to say, “Well, 

Jesus, ‘then who can be saved?’ If not me, ‘then who can be saved?’” How 

impossible pride makes it for us to follow Jesus into eternal life. 

 

But the Lord was able to make a follower out of a prideful man like Naaman the 

Syrian. And the Lord was able to make a follower out of a wealthy man like Joseph of 

Arimathea. Because “all things are possible with God.” Eternal life comes to anyone 

and everyone. In Jesus, God has come into the world of sinners, rich, poor, and 

everyone in between – and reveals that all of us are the same in our helpless 

dependence on God to give us eternal life. All of us are alike in that Jesus came to 

earn eternal life for us.   

 

He did the impossible for us. Though He was rich, He faced up to the dependent 

position all humans are in.  That is - our need for God.  
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We see Jesus facing up to this in His faithful prayer life. He acknowledged the human’s 

need for God by praying to God. Jesus did what we could not do. He did the 

impossible for us. He was humble about what He had achieved and sacrificed for God 

and God’s people. He humbly allowed all of His achievements, His righteousness, His 

miracles, His sacrifices to be tossed aside like filthy rags when He accepted a 

judgment of guilty. He gave His back to be broken by those who flogged Him. He 

humbly accepted being tossed out of eternal life. He humbly accepted and 

experienced the eternal death of hell on the cross. He achieved a humility that eludes 

the rest of us. Jesus did the impossible for us. Through the Holy Spirit, water and the 

Word He gave us faith to believe we have eternal life free from having to earn it. He 

has given us the faith to follow Him as our God and Savior. He did the things that are 

impossible for us to do. He overcame the obstacles that are impossible for us to 

overcome. He gives us eternal life that He earned for us.  

 

He did these things, while dependent on others and allowing others to help Him. Like 

those who gave him shelter on the road and the women who provided for Him out of 

their own resources. His becoming dependent on others enables us to admit our 

spiritual poverty, our dependence on God for our salvation, and enables us to let 

others help us.       

 

Jesus achieved great things and did much good for the community. But He did those 

things while living in poverty. Empowering us to put aside our prejudices and to 

change in our attitudes toward the wealthy and the poor. To see them neither as 

superheroes nor as super villains but as sinners like us, in need of the Savior who walked 

among the poor and the wealthy and the prideful and knew what we’re like and still 

said, “All things are possible with God.” 

 

Amen 


